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Enhance, expand and build 
your agricultural business. 



UK Farmers are 
an outstanding 
example of how to 
adapt to changing 
circumstances and 
innovatively expanding 
their business models. 

In an effort to boost their income sustainably, farmers have added an 

array of new activities including local produce cafes and shops, holiday 

accommodation, children’s play areas and wedding venues. 



Your land and buildings are assets that can be used to supplement your farming 
income. The question is - what is the first step in expanding your business?

At Mill Architects we specialise in advising and supporting farmers to expand, 
enhance and create new income streams to their agricultural business. The 
first step is to get advice on the options and opportunities available to you. 
How you go about it depends on your interests and the skills available to 
you. Other factors include location, planning requirements and access to 
customers as well as the opportunities available, such as current demand for 
rural accommodation and services. 

We can advise you on all aspects of this and more.

We have worked with farms and rural enterprises throughout Scotland to 

expand and enhance their business.



Create new 
income streams 
for your rural 
business.

By creating new income streams rural businesses 

will ensure security and resilience during the 

uncertain times we face today. 



Examples of successful and profitable ways you 

can develop your agricultural business include:

Self-Catered Holiday accommodation

Children’s play areas and destinations

Wedding and events venues

Glamping, camping and caravans

Residential Development

Mill House

Mains of Luther

Cairns Farm Estate Wedding and 

Events Venue

Blairmore Self-catering holiday 

accommodation and events

Crieff Food Co Retail outlet and Café



Rural 
architectural 
services

We offer a full range of services, designed to take your 

rural development from concept through to completion.

We can advise on the potential business opportunities 

available to you, based on your specific circumstances.. 

Following that, we can develop the concept and guide 

you through any consents required, such as Planning 

Permission and Building Warrant.

Once the designs are finalised and approvals have 

been achieved we will oversee the construction of your 

project, ensuring it meets your requirements.



Design and
Planning Permission

Mill Architects was established in 2004 and we have considerable 

experience enhancing, expanding and building rural businesses across 

Scotland. We are experienced in managing the often difficult statutory 

requirements encountered in rural settings.



Combining our extensive knowledge of building conservation and 
sustainable building methods enables us to offer the advice you 
need to develop your business.

Here are some of the challenges you may face when 

undertaking a rural development:

• Planning restrictions
• Lack of mains utilities
• Need for renewable fuel sources
• Absence of drainage infrastructure
• On-site power generation
• Sourcing and utilising local materials



Protecting the Natural Environment sits high on our agenda and nowhere 

is this more important than in the countryside. We recognise our 

obligations towards preserving and enhancing habitat.

Our approach to building in rural locations ensures that inappropriate 

materials and harmful substances are absent from our projects.

Decades of experience 
and knowledge

Designing buildings within sensitive locations requires a level of skill, 

which comes from experience across multiple sectors. Mill Architects 

has developed a way of working, which has proved to be acceptable to 

local authorities; ensuring projects are given the best chance of success 

through the application process.



Here are just a few 
rural enterprises we 
have worked with to 
expand their business

• Craigies Play Barn and Café with associated meeting and admin facilities
• Cairns Farm Estate Wedding and Events Venue
• Blairmore Self-catering holiday accommodation and events
• The Hayloft, Edinburgh Self-catering holiday accommodation
• Crieff Food Co Retail outlet and Café specialising in the sale of local rural produce
• Residential development on brownfield land at Buteland, Edinburgh
• Active Kids Play Facilities and Children’s’ Nursery, Stanley
• Luther Farm Services Ltd Farm Shop and Studios



Craigies Play Barn and Café

The Hayloft, Edinburgh Self-catering holiday accommodation

Cairns Farm Estate Wedding and Events Venue

Blairmore Self-catering holiday 

accommodation and events



Enhance, expand and 
build your rural business 

Take that first step to enhance and expand your rural 

business by having an informal conversation with us.

Contact us on 

0131 629 1466  or email hello@millarchitects.co.uk 

Or book a call at a date and time that suits you

click here

https://millarchitects.co.uk/thank-you-2/

