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• Thinking of remodelling? A renovation? Or maybe even building 
your own home? 

• Hiring an Architect to work on your project will not only save 
you time, effort and stress, but also your hard earned cash. 

• Now, I know what you’re thinking. Architects cost money, they 
don’t save it. But here are 5 reasons how an Architect will add 
value to your project and, in fact, save you money.
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1. Achieve your vision within your budget 

If you decide to go it alone and manage your own project you’ll be running the very real risk of 
overspending on your budget. 

An Architect has the experience and expertise to design your project within your budget. They 
know how much everything costs and will be able to advise you if what you want is unrealistic 
for the amount of money you wish to spend. They can also offer guidance from the outset what a 
realistic budget is, giving you a chance to rethink some areas of your project before you start.

Your project will be just as much your Architect’s project as it will be yours. Their name will be on 
it and it’s their responsibility to deliver the vision and end result you desire. This includes working 
within the scope of your budget, where possible within the scope of the brief. If, alternatively, 
you were to go to a draftsman, you’re paying them to draw what you want. If this goes over 
budget you may need to pay them again to redesign, or worse, bite the bullet and find the cash 
to pay for the additional costs to your project. 

The professional relationship that you have with your Architect is key to the success of the 
project and wherever possible it is advisable that you are as open and honest as possible about 
the amount of money that you have available to spend on your project.



2. Lower construction costs

Construction is the most expensive aspect of any project. Your Architect can manage and use their 
expertise to identify ways to save money during the building process.

An Architect will be able to rationalise and potentially develop the plan for the overall project 
in a simpler and more cost efficient manner, resulting in an efficient design that will be easier 
to construct which will ultimately reduce the costs of your build. An Architect will also have an 
extensive familiarity with what materials would be best to use. If your budget doesn’t cover your 
first choice, then an Architect will be able to recognise this and offer you a good alternative. . 



3. Lower building running costs and a greater result

This is where hiring an Architect can really add value to your project and save you money.

A professionally and thoughtfully designed project will be able to save you money on your future 
running costs. In the long run, this could turn into a significant saving as it will reduce your energy bills.

With the example of heating costs, designing a project with some smartly situated windows, or just 
a generally clever heating system, will be incredibly beneficial. 

An Architect will be able to optimise your project as well as lower its running costs. It’s completely 
within their interests to design something you’ll love, so little things like positioning the bathtub to 
face a window, or not having doors on opposite ends of a room can make a big impact. 

It’s those small differences you can enjoy and appreciate everyday.  

Being cost effective will also be high on your Architect’s list of priorities. For example, if you want 
your toilet or bath in a certain position, your architect will know how that will affect your plumbing 
requirements and the cost implications. If it isn’t feasible they will be able to propose a new position 
or let you know the approximate price implications.

If being cost effective is high on your list of requirements for your project, which for many of us it is, 
then hiring an Architect is definitely the way to go. It’s their job to know and work with these details. 



4. Avoid costly mistakes

On any building project mistakes can be costly. 

It’s an Architect’s job to translate your vision to your contractors and make sure everything goes 
as smoothly as possible. If a mistake is being made, an architect will be able to recognise this and 
prevent it from going further or, hopefully, avoid it altogether. 

The fact is that, unless you are a qualified Architect, you run the very high risk of something going 
wrong on your project that ends up costing you - both in your pocket but also in the quality of the end 
result. Architects are not only highly qualified in design and construction technology, they also know 
about planning permission and relevant planning policy, relevant building regulations and also any 
other construction professionals and specialists that you may need to appoint to your team such as a 
Structural Engineer. All critically important aspects of your project. 

Your Architect can also add value and save you money by managing the contractors on your project. 
When you are project managing it yourself you are really at the mercy of those contractors and have 
to trust them. Your Architect however knows what is and isn’t possible and if problems do occur, the 
best course of action. They also ensure that the build stays true to your plans and designs.



5. Avoid costly legal expenses

A big part of an Architect’s job is dealing with planning permission and building regulations. 

Without that knowledge you may find yourself in a bit of bother with the council or, in fact, having your project 
signed off and authorised.

An experienced Architect will have an in-depth knowledge about any Planning Permissions and Building Warrant 
approvals required. They will know exactly what planners look for and what’s possible. They’ll have overseen 
hundreds of projects and will be able to look at your design and know if it will meet the planners’ requirements.

Without following the correct process for planning permissions and building regulations, you could end up having to 
fork out for legal expenses and totally redesigning your project. An Architect will know when to nip something in the 
bud and save you time, effort and money. 

If your Architect has a good relationship with the planners in your council, this can work to your advantage.
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Ready to take the next step in your project?

Book your 15 minute discovery phone call 
with one of our experienced architects. Find 
out what permissions you may need, guide 
prices and how long it might take to achieve.

Book your 15 minute call now 


